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W

hile the Charleston Home Builders
Association is eager to see what the
future holds for 2020 and beyond, we
would like to take a moment and look back at our
progress over the past year. Thanks to the hard
work of our leadership, committee members, and
staff, the Association enjoyed its greatest year since
the Great Recession.
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Much like 2019, the Association had a year defined by growth. We welcomed our
newest team member, Membership and Marketing Director Paige Durham, who
has already helped usher the fastest growth in members and retention in over a
decade.
Thanks to new and expanding programs, the CHBA saw non-dues revenue
increase by over 20 percent and double our rainy-day investing to ensure serving
our members never faulters in the event of economic change. We also formed and
funded our new Legal Action Fund to better protect our members from property
rights infringement and unconstitutional government action.
A key, long-term goal to establish an education arm of the Association came to
fruition thanks to Association Director Ashley Valdivieso. The association now
offers residential building license prep, IRC code changes, business management
& law, certified new home sales professional courses and more.
In the public eye, the CHBA appeared in over 30 local press pieces as the leading
voice of the building industry and provided regular market updates for the
region. Staff presented at over a dozen real estate related conferences across the
county as flagship trade organization representatives. The Association worked
with over 30 municipalities, monitoring over 400 government meetings, averaged
a legislative victory weekly — tackling over 100 initiatives, and championed
numerous builders’ rights issues.
Of course, we would be remiss if we didn’t thank our collaborative partners in
the local market — the Charleston Metro Chambers of Commerce, Charleston
Regional Development Alliance, Charleston Trident Association of Realtors,
Urban Land Institute, South Carolina Flood Coalition, Charleston Dutch
Dialogue Series, Charleston Custom Residential Architects Network and Habitat
for Humanity for all their help along the way.
Our work is far from over. Threats to our industry are ever present and that’s
why the Charleston Home Builders Association is here: to help protect you. Like
all those in the field, we look forward to another year with our sleeves rolled up.
Respectfully,

Patrick L. Arnold
Executive Director
4

2020 CHBA MAG A ZINE | W W W.HBACHARLESTON.C OM

Photo courtesy of Lennar

Charleston Builders who know the value of Natural Gas
A Natural Gas Com
munity
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Ashton Woods • Beazer Homes • Brightwater Homes • Charleston Landmark Builders
Cline Construction • Crescent Homes • D. R. Horton • Dan Ryan Builders • David Weekley Homes
Eastwood Homes • Galloway Family Homes • Grayhawk Homes • Great Southern Homes
H&H Homes • Hunter Quinn Homes • JacksonBuilt Custom Homes • K. Hovnanian Homes
Kolter Homes • Lakes of Summerville • Lennar • Lowcountry Premier Custom Homes
Manorhouse Builders of SC • Mungo Homes • New Leaf Builders • Oak Homes • Port City Homes
PulteGroup • Rolina Homes • Ryan Homes • Saussy Burbank • Shelter Custom Built Living
Southeastern Family Homes • Southern Coastal Builders • Southwind Homes • Stanley Martin Homes
Structures Builders • Toll Brothers • True Homes • Vaughn Homes

Visit DominionEnergySC.com to learn more about incentives available to
builders who put the energy efficiency, comfort and convenience of natural gas
into their home.
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The heart of your home.
Where everyone naturally gathers…
and where there is coffee.
Where family meals are cooked
and stories are told.
Where future chefs master the
family cookie recipe.

constructed to fit your lifestyle,
so you can build your life inside.
843-471-2310

|

J A C K S O N B U I LT H O M E S . C O M

The
Ridgeville Area
_________________________________
WHEN THE PIPES BRING THE PEOPLE
Cutline

COUNT ON THE

CULPEPER BRAND

Culpeper, Virginia
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Federalsburg, Maryland
Coleridge, North Carolina
Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina
Cove City, North Carolina

COUNT ON PARTNERSHIP.
Because our business is all about you, we commit the
time to know who you are, what’s unique about your
business and what you need to succeed. We believe in
developing strong relationships and supporting your
financial stability and growth.

Columbia, South Carolina
Orangeburg, South Carolina
Branchville, South Carolina
Shelbyville, Indiana

Producing the largest array of top quality treated wood
products, Culpeper is uniquely positioned to serve elite
building material dealers and their professional
contractors. When quality matters, turn to Culpeper
branded products.

culpeperwood.com
SALES HEADQUARTERS | CULPEPER, VA

ACCOUNTING HEADQUARTERS

15487 BRAGGS CORNER RD. | P.O. BOX 1148 | CULPEPER, VA 22701
(800) 817-6215 | culpeperwood.com

501 N MAIN ST. | P.O. BOX 1148 | CULPEPER, VA 22701
(800) 969-5324
W W W.HBACHARLESTON.C OM | 2020 CHBA MAG A ZINE 9

e
l
l
i
v
e
g
d
i
R


J

ust five years ago, the I-26
exit 194 at Jedburg was the
far edge of the Charleston
metro area, John Truluck,
director of the Dorchester
County Economic Development
office says. He struggled to drum
up interest in a county industrial
park in Ridgeville, seven miles
northwest of Jedburg.
Then Volvo came to town.
Suddenly Truluck’s phone
began ringing from businesses
curious about the park. “I guess
the line moved out seven miles,”
he joked.
Volvo brings three things that
have boosted the area around

Model Home by Eastwood Homes located in Carolina Bay.

Proud Supporters of the Charleston Home Builders Association

843.388.8883
danielv@hvlawsc.com
www.hvlawsc.com
Daniel Vallini is responsible for this ad.
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Homes by Center Park Homes
in Carolina Bay.

Ridgeville as development’s next hotspot: jobs, people to fill
those jobs and places for those people to live.
Simultaneously, two other factors have turned people’s
attention north and west: housing availability has shrunk
inside I-526 as the area’s urban core becomes more
congested, and the water and sewer infrastructure to
support development farther north in Dorchester and
Berkeley Counties is coming online.
Among the projects to support population growth above
Summerville are: the planned widening of I-26 between
Jedburg and Highway 27, the new I-26 exit finished last
year to the Volvo plant at mile marker 189, water and
sewer hookups as far north as St. George, the opening
of an industrial park in Ridgeville, and planned school
construction in the Carnes Crossroads development and
around Highway 176.
And now, here comes the housing. Work has already begun
after a year of permitting on the first phase of a new 166-lot
residential development on Highway 27 bordering Timothy
Lake. Jason Esposito, president of Center Park Homes, says
home prices, will be significantly lower than in Summerville
or inside I-526 – as low as the $230,000s for at least 1,700
square feet. He says buyers were lining up even before the
first shovel went into the ground.
12
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Givhan’s Ferry State Park is only a ten minute drive from Carolina Bay.

Coming Soon!

Wando Forest in Mt. Pleasant
Spring of 2020

Cane Bay
Late 2020

Wando Forest: Elevated Foundations; Hardi
Plank Siding; Natural Gas Community; 3rd
Floor Option; Flex Space/Lofts; Open Green
Space

Sheryl Greenberg
New Home Consultant
843-296-4144
sheryl.jmh@gmail.com

jmeyerhomes.com
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Entrance into Carolina Bay neighborhood in Ridgeville, SC.

He also says residential development in the rural area
around Ridgeville would be less stressful than at the level
of density now being seen in Summerville. “It’s going to be
less of a strain on the overall system,” he said. “It’s going
to be more in line with what already exists.”
Those Summerville-area developments are still under
construction. Cane Bay, Carnes Crossroads and Nexton
could combine for 30,000 homes with 75,000 people
when built out, larger than the population of all but three
cities in South Carolina.
With builders busy in those three developments, along
with Summers Corner southwest of Summerville, many
feel the Ridgeville area is not quite ripe and are waiting
for the right opportunity. “We haven’t found anything
in Ridgeville but we’re always actively looking,” said
Sarah Minter, director of sales for Sabal Homes, which is
marketing homes in Carnes Crossroads. “(Moving farther
north) would be attractive for families that want more
yard space and also empty-nesters sick of the hustle and
bustle.”
It’s a bit of a chess match for builders. Getting too far
ahead of demand leaves them burdened with unsold assets.
At the same time, there’s an opportunity cost to waiting
too long. “You don’t want to get there too early and
14
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you don’t want to be the last one,” says Guy Ackerman,
director of sales for Lennar, which is still building in Cane
Bay and Summers Corner.
Dorchester County Economic Development director John
Truluck agrees. He believes past is prologue for the county,
which doubled in population from 2000-2020. “It’s
probably a 20-year buildup,” he said. “There’s no need to

A Beautiful New Home
Deserves A Beautiful View
Your Dream Homesite.
Choosing the perfect homesite is just as important as
choosing a builder. Where you build your home will be your
neighborhood for years to come. The location and view should
inspire you and complement your homes’ design and function.
We understand that building a new home is an emotional and
important process.

TerryHaas.com

Call Us Today To Get Started!

(843) 566-2606

@TerryHaasCentury21

Proud to be
your full-service
propane provider.

Visit palmettopropane.com or call us at 800.233.1882 to learn more.
Aiken • Augusta • Batesburg • Camden • Charleston • Lexington • Columbia
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Christina’s Pizza & Subs in downtown Ridgeville.

Downtown Ridgeville.
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Eastwood Homes floor plan option in Carolina Bay.

hit the panic button.”
For one thing, Volvo’s suppliers have yet to follow the
carmaker. The company has signaled its intent to build a
battery-making facility on its property, which could be a
step towards attracting vendors. When BMW moved to
the Upstate, it took five years and a second model before
suppliers followed. That would leave this area three years
from a flood of new employers moving into the area
around Ridgeville.
The rush to Ridgeville will be relatively short-lived,
according to Truluck, because it’s hemmed in by nature

— Four Hole Swamp, the Edisto River, Givhans Ferry
State Park and Cypress Swamp. Once that area reaches
residential and industrial saturation, the next natural
development hotspots will be farther north towards
Harleyville and St. George.
Given the current influx of 34 people a day to the
Charleston market, the demand for housing shows no
signs of abating. By building new communities close
to where employers are locating, farther out from the
Charleston peninsula, developers are creating livable places
for future residents near their new jobs.

First-Time Homebuyers
Lot/Land Programs
Jumbo Loans & More
Your resource for home & real estate lending.

843.832.2614 | RevFCU.com/Mortgages

Federally insured by NCUA.
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OUT OF THE DEEP END
Today’s pools place an emphasis on relaxation, outdoor enjoyment
BY DAVID CARAVIELLO
18
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MORE PEOPLE
MOVING IN FROM
THE NORTHEAST AND
MIDWEST MEANS
MORE PEOPLE WHO
WANT TO CAPITALIZE
ON OUTDOOR LIVING IN
THE LOWCOUNTRY.
Clint Fore
President of Aqua Blue Pools

Relaxing pool built
by Aqua Blue Pools
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Outdoor oasis designed and built by Aquatica Pools & Spas.

H

is dad and grandfather build backyard
swimming pools. Josh Atkinson tells people he
builds outdoor recreation spaces.
It’s one way swimming pools have been transformed,
even in an area that’s long had a love affair with
the water.
Once primarily
THE POOL IS NO LONGER
summertime
AN AFTERTHOUGHT, IN A
diversions for the
LOT OF CASES, WE FIND
kids, pools in the
NOW THAT THE POOL IS
Lowcountry have
become showpieces THE PRIMARY FOCUS OF
THE HOME.
of outdoor living,
as meticulously
Josh Atkinson
thought-out as any
Vice president of Atkinson Pools
room inside the
house. How people
use pools have changed. The types of pools people
want have changed. And despite varied and sometimes
byzantine construction regulations, there are simply
more pools, thanks to a local population that continues
to boom.
“You look overall, especially in higher-end homes,
there’s an increasing focus on outdoor living spaces,”
says Ben Prillaman, lead designer and project manager
at Aquatica Pools and Spas. “That’s a trend you’ve seen
in the big pool states like California and Florida, but in
Charleston, we’re catching up. It’s trickier here with our

Best views of the house created by Aqua Blue Pools.
20
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Come home to a Mungo Home.
High Living in the LowCountry.

steeped
in tradition.
The Lowcountry, that is––and
so are we. We’ve been building
homes for over 65 years and
proudly call South Carolina
home. We know there’s no place
like the Lowcountry, and there’s
no place like home. We think
you’ll find yourself at home in a
Mungo Home.

find yourself at
home with mungo.

mungo.com
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The service you want. The experience you need.

BUILDER INSURANCE SERVICES
General Liability
Umbrella Liability
Workers Compensation

Commercial Auto
Builders Risk
Health Insurance

803.722.1175 | info@brabhamgriffin.com
22

2020 CHBA MAG A ZINE | W W W.HBACHARLESTON.C OM

Photo provided by Delpino Custom Homes

L O C A L .

I N N O V A T I V E .

C R E S C E N T H O M E S . N E T
C H A R L E STO N

|

S U M M E RV I L L E

|

JOHNS ISLAND

C O N TA C T U S AT 8 4 3 . 4 6 6 . 5 0 0 0

|

M O U N T P L E ASA N T

F L E X I B L E .

Aqua Blue Pools ensures you
will never spend your time
indoors again.

Wish your cares away with this pool by
Atkinson Pools and Spas.
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climate, but the demand has gotten bigger,
and design and construction techniques
kind of help that.”
The area’s changing demographics
certainly play a part. More people moving
in from the Northeast and Midwest means
more people who want to capitalize on
outdoor living in the Lowcountry, says
Clint Fore, president of Aqua Blue Pools.
The large master-planned developments
in Berkeley and Dorchester counties are
opening new frontiers for pool builders
who didn’t see as much business from those
areas before.
Customer tastes have changed. Pools
from the 1980s were deep, often to
accommodate diving, while Fore now
estimates that over half his clients want
“plunge” pools that are shallow and made
primarily for relaxation. Often, those
pools are the centerpiece of a larger space
designed for enjoyment of the outdoors.
“It’s more than just water. It’s completely
different,” says Atkinson, vice president of
Atkinson Pools. “We’ve definitely seen a
change in the style and type of pools that
people are building, beyond the traditional

A backyard oasis created by Aquatica Pools & Spas.

T
through Muhler windows and sunrooms.
HE LOWCOUNTRY LOOKS BETTER

New & Replacement Windows, Sunrooms, and Hurricane Protection

6 30 SKYL A R K DRIVE, CHARLESTON SC | 843.572.9727 800.899.5712 | MUHLER.COM
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ezH2O Liv ™

refresh

YOUR EVERY DAY

© 2020 Elkay Manufacturing Company

ELKAY ® ezH2O Liv BUILT-IN FILTERED WATER DISPENSER
Now there’s a hands-free water source designed to seamlessly fit your space and your lifestyle.
The first built-in water dispenser for the home brings fresh, filtered water to any room, for all the
ways you live. Whether you’re getting ready for the big game or just another busy day, it’s a quick,
toA Gfill
fast
moving.
2convenient
6 2 0 2 0 C Hway
BA M
A Zup
INE
| Wand
W W .keep
H B A Cyour
H A R Lday
ESTO
N . C O M Learn to Liv at elkay.com/ezh2o-liv

LBWD06WHK

WHEN DESIGN MATTERS MOST

1044 EAST MONTAGUE AVENUE, NORTH CHARLESTON, SC 29405
WWW.ARCHITECTUREPLUSLLC.COM
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Carefree nights in store with this pool design
and build by Atkinson Pools and Spas

box or kidney-shaped. They’re more architectural in
nature. And with them, we do a lot of outdoor kitchens
and design work and shade structures and water features.”

To infinity and beyond

Make the indoors out with this pool by Aqua Blue Pools.
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Pool design has reached the point where bells and
whistles like lights and sound systems have almost become
standard, Prillaman says. Most of his customers manage
their pools through an app, which can also be used by a
maintenance company. The spray-on concrete used in pool
construction has also evolved, allowing builders not just
the ability to create more inspired architectural designs,
but also locate pools in tighter lots or elevated to the same
level of the living area in a drive-under home.
“It’s driven by design and a good economy and people
having more money to spend on their houses,” Prillaman
says. “But I also have a theory that a lot of this is driven
by technology and social media, and the fact that people
have access to resort pools from all over the world
through Instagram and Pinterest. People in the design
phase are much more aware of many higher-end features,
where 20 years ago, a pool was just four walls and a hole
in the ground.”

A modern sanctuary by
Aquatica Pools & Spas.

Some of those opulent resort pools can be tough to
replicate in a backyard. But a designer’s role is to work
with clients and get as close as they can, taking into
account factors like space and cost. But the resort pool
influence is evident in local designs like the “perimeter
overflow” pool which offers infinity edges on all four
sides, and gives the illusion of being a floating sheet of
glass.
“The pool is no longer an afterthought,” Atkinson says.
“In a lot of cases, we find now that the pool is the primary
focus of the home. It’s such a big part of the optics of
a new home build, that it needs to be considered pretty
strongly.”

Different towns, different rules
Design is one thing — construction is another. That’s
when area pool builders begin to traipse through the maze
of regulations and approval processes that differ from
one Lowcountry municipality to the next. “To be candid,”
Prillaman says, “it’s a nightmare.”
The soil type is different almost everywhere. So is
groundwater depth. So are considerations about drainage,
which are becoming more top of mind as municipalities
grapple with more regular flooding. Processes can vary
depending on type of flood zone, or whether the project
has to earn approval by a local board of architectural
review.
“The hard part is, they’re all not on the same page about
provisions on what codes are, and the steps to go through
them,” Atkinson says. “They all have different standards
30
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for setbacks and the kinds of structures you can build, and
things like that. So it can be very difficult.”
Mount Pleasant currently has the longest process, Fore
adds. Charleston has ARB considerations. Even in Goose
Creek, he adds, the local electrical company has to visit
the project site to draw up an electrical plan. Some areas
require more engineering because of their locations
near marshes, or because they have soil that needs to be
reinforced. Some municipalities allow builders to submit
requests online, others mandate showing up in person.
“Every municipality is a little different, and the No. 1
tip for getting the most bang for your buck is picking a
reputable contractor who can navigate all that,” Prillaman
says. “You could build a pool in Summerville that would
pass inspection, but you do it the same way on Folly
Beach, and the entire thing would be built wrong.”
No wonder, then, established Charleston pool
contractors chafe at the fact that South Carolina doesn’t
require residential pool builders to be licensed —
which can lead to cheap work and bad experiences for
customers. Pools have changed; now they’d like to see
the state’s hands-off approach to pool building change as
well.
“Really, anyone can put a pool in the ground and not
follow specific code requirements,” Fore says. “That hurts
our industry. Pool builders aren’t regulated, so some
people do things very cheaply. We end up tearing out
pools that other people put in poorly or didn’t finish. That
ultimately equates to cheap work that someone else has to
go in and clean up later.”

Multi-Award-Winning
Custom Home Builder

2017 Charleston Home
Builder of the Year

From vacant lots to custom house plans, Saltwater Homes brings unmatched ability
and professionalism to the design and build industry in the Lowcountry.
CONTACT US TODAY TO BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME.
843.452.3192 | satlwaterhomesofcharleston.com | satlwaterhomes@gmail.com

PRISM Awards
Hundreds of Lowcountry home building and real estate industry professionals were
honored and celebrated with over 200 awards given during the 31st Annual PRISM
Awards & Gala at the Gaillard Center in downtown Charleston.
Builder of the Year
Andy Barber, Generation Homes
Will Herring, Hunter Quinn Homes
Associate of the Year
Justin Martz, American Express
Customer Service Award
JacksonBuilt Custom Homes
Priester’s Custom Contracting
Structures Building Company
Community Service Award
David Weekley Homes
Media
Aqua Blue Pools
Ashton Woods
Hunter Quinn Homes
Mungo Homes
NEXTON
Novella Homes
Oak Homes
Model Homes
Crescent Homes
Hunter Quinn Homes
NEXTON
SHELTER Custom-Built Living
Showrooms
Carolina Lanterns & Lighting
Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting
Hunter Quinn Homes
Remodeled Spaces
Stein Renovation & Design Group
Watts Builders

Remodeled Homes
Alair Homes
Brace Builders
CK Contracting
CopeGrand Homes
Delpino Custom Homes
Renaissance South Construction
Sea Island Builders
Stein Renovation & Design Group
Watts Builders

New Spaces
Ashton Woods
Outdoor Living Space
Accent Truss
Aqua Blue Pools
Aquatica Pools & Spas
Atkinson Pools & Spas
Watts Builders
Community
Mungo Homes
NEXTON
Single Family Homes
CopeGrand Homes
Crescent Homes
Crosby Creations
David Weekley Homes
Homes by Dickerson
J. Meyer Homes
JacksonBuilt Custom Homes
Oak Homes
Phillip Smith General Contractor
Saltwater Homes
SHELTER Custom-Built Living
Structures Building Company
Trellis Residential
Watts Builders
Members Awards
Charleston Real Estate Media
Christie McDonnell, McDonnell & Associates
Daniel Plyer, Lennar, Eagle Home Mortgage
David Krahn, Ameris Bank
Hunter Spivey, Southeastern Insurance Co
Justin Martz, American Express
Sarah Margaret Johnson, Dan Ryan Builders

Committee & Council Awards
Bob Pickard, Crescent Homes
Brittany Fickling, Dominion Energy
Kris Kordonowy, Carolina One New Homes
Melanie Bullman, Dominion Energy
Robby Arnold, NextGen Automated
Will Jenkinson, Carolina One New Homes

X
T he

Factor
Women in construction add
diversity, alternate opinions that
leads to financial success
BY LISA INANUCCI
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MAKE EVERYDAY A VACATION DAY

DON'T BUILD JUST ANY POOL, BUILD YOUR DREAM POOL!
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DON'T BUILD JUST ANY POOL, BUILD YOUR DREAM POOL!

allowing you to take a virtual walkthrough before construction begins.

843-212-0014

AquaticaPoolsAndSpas.com
843-212-0014
843-212-0014
843-212-0014
AquaticaPoolsAndSpas.com
AquaticaPoolsAndSpas.com

AquaticaPoolsAndSpas.com

“BEING A WOMAN IN A MALE-DOMINATED
INDUSTRY, YOU ALREADY STAND OUT, BUT
IT ALSO MEANS YOU HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY
TO DO THE BEST YOU CAN,”
Tori Stein
2x Past President of the Charleston Home Builders Association
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W

hen Tori Stein rings
the doorbell of a
prospective client,
she’s all too familiar with a
client looking over her shoulder.
“I was expecting a man,” the
client says. Her quick retort:
“Well then, this is your lucky
day, because you got a woman.”
Stein grew up on a familyowned lumberyard and knew
at a young age that the home
building business was where she
wanted to be, and in a maledominated industry, Stein also
knew that she had to stand out
in order to be a success.
According to research into
women in construction by
BigRentz.com, a company
that rents major construction
equipment, women are still
facing glass ceilings in the
construction industry, but things
are slowly improving. Statistics
show that women will make
up 46.8% of the construction
industry by the year 2022.
Currently, 13% of construction
businesses are owned by
women, a 64% jump from 2014
to 2019. The majority of the
women are in office staff and
management positions with only
2.5% of women in the actual
construction trades.
“Being a woman in a maledominated industry, you already
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Building a Reputation One Home at a Time
Lowcountry Building for Life

Oak Homes

Your Custom Design and Build Contractor
CONTACT US TODAY TO BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME
843.860.9002 | info@oakhomesc.com | www.oakhomesc.com

Making your
homeownership goals
within reach.
At South State, we invest in what matters most – helping
our customers achieve their goals. Buying a home is more
than a financial decision; it’s a life event that involves
determination and emotional investment. Our experienced
lenders specialize in listening carefully to your needs to
help identity the right mortgage solution that best aligns
with your unique situation. Our team is here to provide you
with the responsive and personalized service you need to
navigate the mortgage process with ease and confidence.
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Member
FDIC

We’re always learning.
We maintain the standards homeowners
expect to keep their families safe. Visit
nahb.org/join to join our network of
craftsmen and innovators.
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stand out, but it also means you have a responsibility
to do the best you can,” says Stein, who has done just
that. She’s currently a consultant with Southeastern
Insurance Consultants in South Carolina, but previously
owned her own construction company. She has been
President of Atlantic Builders in Charleston and served as
President and Vice President at other home design firms
during her career including President of the Charleston
Home Builders Association (CHBA) twice and a National
Representative for the organization.
“The more diversity you have in your business, the
better your bottom line is,” Janet Bates states, who has
worked in the construction industry for several years
now in Charleston and currently President of the NAWIC
Palmetto Chapter of South Carolina. “The construction
industry is experiencing a massive shortage in labor, so
by not encouraging practices that hire women/minorities
you’re hurting yourself.”
A 2018 study published in The Harvard Business Review
proves this. It surveyed more than 1,700 companies across
eight countries (the U.S., France, Germany, China, Brazil,
India, Switzerland, and Austria) and shows companies that
40
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have above-average diversity also have higher innovation
revenues.
“Without diversity you’re only seeing one viewpoint, but
with different races and genders, you get more ideas and
different ways of solving problems,” says Bates.
Someone else who has been in the industry for two
decades now and sees greater opportunities for women
to enter more than ever before is Kris Kordonowy. “The
women I have worked with play a key role at the decisionmaking table when it comes to insight into the details of
effective communication and problem-solving so that all
parties have a voice,” Kordonowy explains, Operations
Manager at Carolina One New Homes in North
Charleston. “Women bring a perspective that includes
seeing situations from all sides.”
Anne Svetlik Derbyshire also grew up in the
homebuilding industry. Her mother owned a real estate
company and her father, a marine and Vietnam veteran,
built homes for over 35 years. When she was young,
Anne’s job was to sweep out those new homes. Thanks to
this early introduction to the building industry, Anne knew
that this was the industry where she wanted a career.
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THE MORE DIVERSITY YOU HAVE IN
YOUR BUSINESS, THE BETTER YOUR
BOTTOM LINE IS.
Janet Bates
President of the NAWIC Palmetto Chapter of South Carolina
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Today, Derbyshire is a risk management specialist with
2-10 Home Buyers Warranty across South Carolina.
“You’re helping to build a foundation for someone,” she
says. “I just love the building business. One house can
create several jobs.”
She previously led the National Association of Home
Builders (NAHB) mentoring program where Derbyshire
visited at-risk schools to teach about job opportunities
in construction. “It was rewarding for me to show them
that they can make a good living in this industry.”
Derbyshire recognizes that the industry can still be
tough for a woman. “You have to be tough but respect
yourself, and know that women can do exactly what men
are doing,’ she says.
These women are all members of the Charleston
Home Builders Association, which has served the
Lowcountry since 1959. “The CHBA offers its members
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an opportunity to be a part of something so vital to our
industry which is a voice,” exclaims Kordonowy. “The
CHBA team is full of great people who provide a vast
array of opportunities for us to be better ambassadors
for our local homebuilding industry.”
Stein says that being a part of CHBA provides
opportunities to better yourself, too. “I recommend
everyone get involved because I’ll say that they are 80%
of the reason I was so successful. You have camaraderie
and learn about new products. To be in construction
by yourself, reinventing the wheel isn’t necessary. You
become a part of a bigger picture and everyone is there to
help you.”
For more information on the Charleston Home Builders
Association, visit http://www.hbacharleston.com/; 1362
McMillan Ave #102, North Charleston, SC 29405 843572-1414.

ON
DEMAND

Attracting
more young
people to the
construction
industry
BY LISA INANUCCI

The #1 Builder’s Choice of Charleston
When homebuilders select Sherwin-Williams paints, they choose
to put our over 150 years of coatings expertise to work protecting
and beautifying homes. Our beautiful and protective finishes and
fresh color choices set homes apart. We offer a multitude of coating
options to fit the way buyers live, from washable products to
withstand everyday living, to paints that help improve indoor air quality.

To locate your neighborhood Sherwin-Williams, visit sherwin-williams.com
©2018 The Sherwin-Williams Company
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T

he Lowcountry is among the fastest-growing
regions of the United States, with the population
in the tri-county area increasing by at least 34
people every day, according to 2018 population estimates
from the Charleston Regional Development Alliance. All
those people need someplace to live, which would seem
to be good news for the building industry in Charleston,
Berkeley and Dorchester counties.
But that comes with challenges, however, because the
demand for skilled laborers has far outstripped the
number of tradesmen available to build those singlefamily homes, condominiums and apartments. Whether
it’s because many carpentry, plumbing, electrical and
masonry workers moved on to other jobs or other places
to live after the housing bubble burst in 2008 or because
local schools are placing such emphasis on going to
college rather than diving directly into the workforce, it’s
an obstacle for the local building industry.
School districts in the tri-county area and entities
such as the Charleston Home Builders Association,
the Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce and
327Careers are hoping to reverse that trend by teaching
local middle school and high school students that they
48
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OUR MISSION IN CHARLESTON COUNTY
IS TO PREPARE OUR STUDENTS TO BE
LIFELONG LEARNERS.
Rich Gordon
Charleston County’s executive director of career
and technology education

IT’S NOT JUST ANOTHER HOUSE...

IT’S YOUR HOME.
CUSTOM HOMES I REMODELING

WE CARE ABOUT
YOUR NEEDS
We understand that finding the
perfect home for you and your
family can be daunting. CK
Contracting can change that.
Everything you want and need
in your home is important to
us and we’ll do everything we
can to make sure it’s just right.

PO BOX 867 | M T. PL E ASAN T, SC 2 94 6 5 | 8 43.3 52 .49 75 | W W W . C K C O N T R A C T I N G S C . C O M

We Look at Law Differently.
REAL ESTATE LAW
Contract Drafting, Representation and Negotiation
Land records review and plat reviews
Land and/or Lot Acquisitions
Title insurance policies
Homeowners Association Formation and Governance
Commercial and Residential Closings
OTHER PRACTICE AREAS
Estate Planning
Business Entity Formation
Managing Attorney Christie McDonnell
501 Bramson Ct, Ste 400-D, Mt Pleasant, SC 29464 | 843.375.8930 | Christie.McDonnell@McDonnellLawFirm.com
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CRAN
C H A R L E S T O N

custom residential architects network
Have a view that takes your breath away?

Your special site deserves special attention. Go to
crancharleston.org to view a list of local architects who
can turn your dreams into a reality!

www.CRANcharleston.org

Professional Stone Fabrication
+ Installation Since 2006
Kitchens
Vanities
Fireplaces
Outdoor
Commercial
Furniture

Locally Family Owned & Operated
500 Deanna Lane, Charleston, SC 29492
843-388-2326 | www.mvpgf.com
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THERE’S DEFINITELY A NEED FOR
PEOPLE TO GO TO SCHOOL AND
EARN A DEGREE, BUT THERE’S
ALSO A CAREER IN THE TRADES.
Eric Bickel
Charleston Real Estate Media
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have options for financial success that don’t include going to
college.
For example, in some Charleston County middle schools,
students are offered the opportunity to take courses such as
design and modeling and green architecture. Once they reach
high school, they are exposed to classes including engineering
design and principals of engineering.
“Our mission in Charleston County is to prepare our students
to be lifelong learners,” said Rich Gordon, the district’s
executive director of career and technology education. “Our
mission in the CTE Department is in support of that and also
to focus on high-demand occupations for the 21st century.”
The Charleston County School District, which already has
a Center for Advanced Studies in Mount Pleasant, will open
two more in the next two years. Gordon said one of the North
Charleston Center’s flagship programs will provide instruction
in framing and roofing, exterior and interior finishing, masonry
footings and foundations, electrical switches and circuits, tools
and blueprints.
Another Center for Advanced Studies is scheduled to open in
West Ashley in 2021.
“They all will provide access and opportunities for high-skill,

2020 CHBA MAG A ZINE | W W W.HBACHARLESTON.C OM

*PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE . OFFER IS SUBJECT TO BORROWER MEETING APPROVAL GUIDELINES. RATES AND TERMS ARE
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE . CONTACT A LOAN OFFICER FOR FINANCING DETAILS, OR A NEW HOME CONSULTANT FOR HOME PURCHASE
DETAILS. PRICE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE . VISIT LENNAR.COM OR SEE A LENNAR NEW HOME CONSULTANT FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND
IMPORTANT LEGAL DISCL AIMERS. THIS IS NOT AN OFFER IN STATES WHERE PRIOR REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY L AW.
COPYRIGHT © 2020 LENNAR CORPORATION LENNAR, THE LENNAR LOGO ARE U.S. REGISTERED SERVICE MARKS OR SERVICE MARKS OF LENNAR
CORPORATION AND/OR ITS SUBSIDIARIES. 01 /20. LIMITED TIME OFFER.

LENNARCHARLESTON.COM
(843) 514-8295

WHY
Realtor®?

Realtors® aren’t just agents. They’re professional members of the National Association of Realtors® and subscribe to its strict code of ethics.
This is the Realtor® difference:
AN EXPERT GUIDE

Selling a home usually requires dozens of forms, reports, disclosures, and other technical documents. A knowledgeable expert will help you prepare the best deal,
and avoid delays or costly mistakes. Also, there’s a lot of jargon involved, so you want to work with a professional who can speak the language.

OBJECTIVE INFORMATION & OPINIONS

Realtors® provide local information on utilities, zoning, schools, and more. They also have objective information about each property. Realtors® can use that
data to help you determine if the property has what you need.

PROPERTY MARKETING POWER

Property doesn’t sell due to advertising alone. A large share of real estate sales comes as the result of
a practitioner’s contacts with previous clients, friends, and family. When a property is marketed by
a Realtor®, you do not have to allow strangers into your home. Your Realtors® will generally
prescreen and accompany qualified prospects through your property.

NEGOTIATION KNOWLEDGE

There are many factors up for discussion in a deal. A Realtor® will look at every angle from your
perspective, including crafting a purchase agreement that allows you the flexibility you need to take
that next step.

UP-TO-DATE EXPERIENCE

Most people sell only a few homes in a lifetime, usually with quite a few years in between each sale.
Even if you’ve done it before, laws and regulations change. Realtors® handle hundreds of transactions over the course of their career.

YOUR ROCK DURING EMOTIONAL MOMENTS

A home is so much more than four walls and a roof. For most people, a home represents the biggest
purchase they’ll ever make. Having a concerned, but objective,third party helps you stay focused on
the issues most important to you.

ETHICAL TREATMENT

Every Realtor® must adhere to a strict code of ethics, which is based on professionalism and protection of the public. When you work with a Realtor®,you can expect honest and ethical treatment in
all transaction-related matters.
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about the
CHARLESTON TRIDENT
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®

For 110 years, the Charleston Trident
Association of Realtors® has served as the“Voice of
Real Estate” in the Lowcountry region of South
Carolina. By promoting the highest standards of
professionalism, ethics, education, and technology, the Association will ensure that the Realtor®
members are the primary source for real estate
services in the region. The association issues
statistical analysis of market conditions, offers
legislative and professional standards support to
its members and serves as the premier resource for
all things real estate in the tri-county and outlying
areas. Learn more, at CharlestonRealtors.com

high-wage occupations,” Gordon said.
Following the completion of a talent-demand study, the
Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce formed the
Construction Programs Committee, which consists of
contractors and other construction-related companies.
The group focuses on summer jobs for youth, careerawareness initiatives and the Build a Shed competition.
Scheduled for April 24 this year, seven high schools —
Berkeley, Charleston County School of the Arts, Cross,
Fort Dorchester, R.B. Stall, Timberland and Wando —
and a total of 46 students, 36 contractors, 14 roofers and
14 volunteers participated in 2019. Contractors served
as coaches for the six-member teams on the Build a Shed
construction site.
“Build a Shed is an outstanding example of
collaboration. The Chamber partners with ABC
Carolinas for the annual competition to introduce
students to not just a job, but a potential career,” said
Suzi Raiford, regional career specialist with the Chamber.
The Berkeley County School District offers three
building construction programs “which allow students
to obtain industry credentials related to safety and

standardized construction curriculum while also
addressing modules related to reading blueprints,
construction, electricity, masonry and plumbing,”
according to Digital Communications Specialist Brian
Troutman.
He added that local construction industry partners
mentor students to help develop the workplace and
technical skills necessary to be successful in the
construction industry
Meanwhile, the Dorchester County Career and
Technology Center, which serves all four public high
schools in the county, as well as private school, home
school and virtual school students, offers three programs
directly related to the building trades: carpentry,
electricity and architectural design and drafting. Jennifer
Quattlebaum, communications specialist with the Career
and Technology Center, pointed out that the center
also gives students the opportunity to study welding
and heavy equipment operation, useful trades in the
construction industry.
Another option for students who have already
graduated from high school is 327Careers, which
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WE WANT THEM TO KNOW
THAT THE TRADES OFFER A
WAY TO MAKE A GOOD LIVING.
Peter Loy Jr.
Vice president of sales and marketing
at Citadel Enterprises

Live Face to Face with Nature
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kiawahriver.com
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OBTAIN THE PROPERTY REPORT REQUIRED BY FEDERAL LAW AND READ IT BEFORE SIGNING ANYTHING. NO FEDERAL AGENCY HAS JUDGED THE MERITS OR VALUE,
IF ANY, OF THIS PROPERTY. THIS MATERIAL SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE A VALID OFFER IN ANY JURISDICTION WHERE PRIOR REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED,
BUT NOT YET FULFILLED. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. DEVELOPMENT PLANS, AMENITIES, FACILITIES, DIMENSIONS, SPECIFICATIONS,
PRICES AND FEATURES DEPICTED OR DESCRIBED HEREIN ARE APPROXIMATE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

Elevate Your World

Luxury Elevator Dealer | Veteran Owned & Operated
Residential Elevators | Sales & Service

843.784.3535
dan@rivercityelevators.com
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combines classroom work with on-the-job training to
prepare people for jobs in building and construction and
other industries. The program, just getting started in the
Lowcountry, has had previous success in the Aiken area.
“You learn your academics at the same time you are
gaining practical, hands-on experience,” said Executive
Director Debbie Reese. “Rather then being in a lab setting,
you are actually working with your employer partners.”
The Charleston Home Builders Association also is doing
its part to help solve the problem of too much work and
not enough workers. A group of CHBA members recently
met to discuss the situation, among them Buddy Casteen.
The 20-year-old sales manager at Quality Marble, a
granite and quartz fabricator in Summerville, is living
proof that a college degree isn’t a necessity for success in
the business world.
“I was ready to get out and start making money right
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away,” said Casteen. I graduated from high school, took a
three-day weekend and went straight to work.”
“The primary goal of the committee is exposure to the
building industry,” Eric Bickel of Charleston Real Estate
Media added. “There’s definitely a need for people to go
to school and earn a degree, but there’s also a career in the
trades.”
“We want to give them a way to see what it’s all about,”
Peter Loy Jr., vice president of sales and marketing at
Citadel Enterprises and another member of the CHBA
committee, commented. “We want them to know that the
trades offer a way to make a good living.”
Loy, Casteen and Bickel agreed that there is a serious
lack of tradesmen in the tri-county building industry
right now, and that for the area’s growth to continue, that
trend has to change. They’ve taken a first step toward
doing just that.

If It’s Outside, We’re In!

INDUSTRY LEADER IN
ROOFING
SIDING
DECKING
REMODELING
Proudly manufacturing
Composite Shutters and
Impact-Rated Full-View &
Ultra-View Bahama Shutters

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 10% OFF

843.789.4123
CONTACT@HOLYCITYEXTERIORS.COM
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F O R A L L Y O U R S U R FA C E S
WE IMPORT THE FINEST
SELECTION OF NATURAL STONE
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ALSO CARRYING QUARTZ.
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UPLIFTING CHARLESTON
IN FLOOD ZONES, BUILDERS WORK TO KEEP HOMEOWNERS HIGH AND DRY
BY DAVID CARAVIELLO

COMING IN 2020

NEW
LOCATION
NORTH CHARLESTON

Photo by Keen Eye Marketing

AGM
IMPORTS
GRANITE
& MARBLE

LUXURY DEFINED.

LUXURIOUS QUALITY. SWEEPING INVENTORY. SEAMLESS SERVICE.
We transform any room into your dream space with our exclusive collection of imported granite, marble, quartz and
quartzite. Come experience one of our expansive show rooms and you will learn that settling for just any stone is not
an option. With over 30 years of experience, we help design beautiful statements that define your style.

CHARLESTON | CHARLOTTE | ATLANTA | HILTON HEAD
AG MIMP ORTS.COM

Home by CK Contracting

O

n a map, they are little more than wavy lines and
shaded areas of color. In real life, they’re crucial
to building homes in a coastal area prone to
flooding.
Flood zones can determine factors including the height
and manner of a home’s elevation, what materials can
be used at ground level, and whether the homeowner is
required to have federal flood insurance. And they don’t
apply just to homes on the beach — even areas inland
near creeks and marshes can be in flood zones, making it
critical for both homeowners and their builders to have a
firm understanding of flood maps.
That’s especially true in the Charleston area, where
areas like West Ashley and downtown have experienced
more regular flooding in recent years. “It seems like
every year for the last three or four years, we’ve had
water issues, whether it’s from a 1,000-year flood or a
storm threatening the coast,” says Chris Klick of CK
Contracting. “So it’s much fresher on people’s minds.”
The Federal Emergency Management Agency has been
62
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producing flood hazard maps since the 1970s, with maps
for individual counties updated every five to 10 years.
Dorchester County released a revised flood map in 2017,
with Berkeley County following in 2018. Builders are
eagerly anticipating the release of a new flood map for
Charleston County, expected in early 2020.
“We’re waiting to see if some properties may change
for the better, or some for the worse,” says Jay Piner of
Wando Builders. “You always hope for the better, but you
want to know about the ones that are changed for the
worse, because you want to make sure that house is built
for anything that’s coming their way so they can avoid a
future problem.”

Know your As and Es
Flood zones can vary in their potential severity, such as
those with a “V” designation that carry the additional
hazard associated with storm wave activity, or those with
an “A” near marshes and rivers. When it comes to building
in a flood zone, the key abbreviation to know is “BFE”—

OFFICIAL SPONSOR

Charleston, South Carolina 2018

WE’RE SO MUCH MORE THAN JUST LANTERNS.
HUNDREDS OF LIGHTING AND ACCESSORY OPTIONS FOR EVERY ROOM, EVERY HOUSE AND EVERY STYLE.

INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR LIGHTING CENTER
1362 CHUCK DAWLEY BLVD.
MT. PLEASANT SC
843.881.4170
TOLL-FREE: 1.866.526.8376
CAROLINALANTERNS.COM
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Home by CK Contracting
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OF BUSINESS OWNERS SAY THEY ARE 75% UNDERSTAFFED

OUR EUROPEAN STYLE APPRENTICESHIP TRAINING PROGRAMS
SAVE YOU TIME AND MONEY
•

We pre-qualify all apprentices.

•

Before working with an employer,
our apprentices learn construction
safety, basic tools and math.

•

EVEN MORE VALUABLE: All of our
apprentices train 75 hours in our
Winning Edge: Work Essential Skills
Program to ensure they know how
to be an excellent employee, team
member and a company asset.

•

Apprentices don’t get placed with
employer partners without a 100%
attendance record.

TAKE ACTION TODAY
1 866 7 CHANCE

MAKE YOU MORE PRODUCTIVE
& EFFICIENT
•

•

•

CREATE QUALITY TEAMS
•

We manage, operate and facilitate
EVERYTHING to include all certification requirements and academic
training, saving you time and money.
•
Employers simply engage in work as
normal.

Apprentices help make experienced
workers more efficient and productive.
We assume all risk and liability
during the pre-apprenticeship phase.

•

Our Pre-Apprentices earn their
nationally recognized certification
through the Department of Labor and
the Home Builders Institute.
After graduation, apprentices are
eligible to earn their Full Apprenticeship, Journeyman, State License or
Advanced Certifications through our
Full Apprenticeship Programs.
WE CAN ALSO CERTIFY YOUR
EXISTING EMPLOYEES IN OUR FULL
REGISTERED APPRENTICESHIPS.

Aftermath of a flood-damaged cottage on a beach.

short for base flood elevation, the height at which
flood waters are expected to rise. For waterfront
homes, BFEs can rise as high as 12 or 13 feet.
Chris Brace of Brace Builders recommends starting
with a land surveyor to determine a property’s BFE.
“You work with professionals to help determine
where your base flood elevation is,” he adds. “And
traditionally, I like to go two feet above that. Most
times you need to go a foot above it, but I like to go
two feet above it, because you never know what the
future holds.”
The gap between BFE and the lowest horizontal
part of the structure is known as “freeboard,” and
Click says homeowners can often receive insurance
discounts for adding more of it. Flood zones can
also determine what materials can be used in the
“drive-under” portion of an elevated home, such as
breakaway walls and open stairs designed to allow
water to pass through in a flood event.
That drive-under space beneath an elevated
residence isn’t counted as part of a home’s
square footage, and FEMA regulations state that
homeowners are not supposed to keep anything
mechanical in the area due to the danger of it
66
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Marketing Is Key To Generating Sales!
Take Advantage Of Our Affordable Builder Packages
Contact Your Post and Courier Real Estate Team

Builder Packages offer an integrated advertising solution
that engages prospective buyers via their medium of choice.

Top 10 Charleston Builders
1. LENNAR HOMES
2. DR HORTON
3. PULTE GROUP
4. CRESCENT HOMES
5. ASHTON WOODS
6. EASTWOOD HOMES
7. DAN RYAN BUILDERS
8. HUNTER QUINN
9. MUNGO HOMES
10. KOLTER HOMES
based on 2019 closings
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Used by some of the nation's top
builders, BuilderTools is now available in
Charleston and other markets in the
Carolinas, Georgia, and Florida. Includes
home closings, price points,
permits, developed lot prices and more!

Call Today!

to schedule a demo of

BuilderTools
Brian Foster
bfoster@reisonline.com
843.297.7182 (m)
843.723.8682 (o)

FIRST AND FOREMOST, USE THE COMPANIES THAT
ARE PART OF THE HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
IN SUCH A WAY TO HELP EDUCATE AND EMPOWER
HOMEOWNERS TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THEIR
NEW HOUSE, THEIR ADDITION, WHATEVER THE CASE
MIGHT BE.
Jay Piner
Wando Builders

Home by Brace Builders

Home by Wando Builders

floating away and becoming a projectile in a flood event.
That means no HVAC equipment, hot water heater or
even electrical equipment, except for certain exceptions
like a light at the bottom of the stairs.
“You have people who want to put refrigerators and
stuff down there,” Piner says, “and you’re telling them,
‘Look, you’re in a flood zone, so you may lose everything
in your garage,’ which happens all the time in the
Lowcountry.”

Education and empowerment
Many of the regulations that Charleston builders follow
when it comes to flood zone construction come from
FEMA bulletins, which are often updated with what
federal officials learn following large flooding events.
“I think most builders go above and beyond that,” Piner
says. “You don’t want to do just the bare minimum
70
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and put somebody in an unsafe or financially unstable
situation.”
Homeowners can find the most recent flood maps for
their area through the FEMA service center at msc.
fema.gov/portal/home. Local home builders also receive
continuing education through the Charleston Home
Builders Association, which offers them the chance to
learn from one another. And a list of CHBA members
should be a first stop for anyone considering building or
renovating a home in a flood zone, Brace says.
“First and foremost, use the companies that are part
of the Home Builders Association in such a way to help
educate and empower homeowners to better understand
their new house, their addition, whatever the case might
be,” he adds. “Because we live in the Lowcountry, and
it’s not like the Colorado low country that’s a zillion feet
above sea level.”

HunterQuinnHomes.com | 833.LIVEHQH
HunterQuinnHomes.com | 833.LIVEHQH

